Young Researcher Symposium
"Logistics after Natural Disasters"

Representative: Sideney Schreiner
Date: April 17th, 2009

Place: Kyoto University, Katsura Campus, Jin-Yu Hall

Organized by GCOE Program "Global Center for Education and Research on Human Security for Asian

Megacities"

Co-organized by Support Program for Improving Graduate School Education "Int'tech Fusion Graduate

School Engineering Education Program"

Speakers: Prof. Russell G. Thompson (University of Melbourne), Dr. Ryuichi Shibasaki (National Institute
for Land and Infrastructure Management), Dr. Akihiro Hamasaki (Japan Logistics Institute Co., Ltd.), Dr.

Sideney Schreiner (Kyoto University).

Number of Participants: 37

Purpose

Natural disasters have resulted in significant economic and
human loss for millennia. The intensity of such disasters and
their respective economic and human impact can vary
immensely. Natural disasters stand also prominently in
discussions on future preparedness, especially to the
evident warming of the planet and the changes in the
climatic events that are predicted to accompany such
warming. After being affected by a major disaster, there are
basically three stages: rescue operations, relief distribution,
and reconstruction. Each of those having different impacts
over different stakeholders.

This mini-symposium aims at presenting some of the
logistics systems available to mitigate the impact of large
scale disasters and provide efficient response from the point
of view of rescue operation management, private companies,
and government.

Achievement and Results

The Young Research Symposium serves as a valuable tool
to promote the discussion among students and researchers
on interesting topics related to their main study fields. The
participation of the academic sector as well as government
and private sector offered a unique perspective on the
different approaches towards interrelated objectives.

The exchanged ideas and research results fostered new
ideas and new horizons for all the participants, as
summarized at the closing session by Prof. Eiichi Taniguchi.
The role of logistics in the improvement of the preparedness
for natural disasters is clearly of major importance and
should be further studied.
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Dr. Akihiro Hamasaki (Japan Logistics Institute Co., Ltd.)
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