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BACKGROUND AND SCOPE

The advance of globalization causes an increase 
in various cross-border dangers and exposes many 
people in developing countries to civil strife, disasters, 
poverty, and other humanitarian threats. The concept 
of human security places individual human beings 
at its core, seeking to defend them from fear and 
want: fear of things like conflict, terrorism, disaster, 
environmental destruction, and infectious disease, 
and want in the face of poverty and in social services 
and infrastructure. By building up people s̓ abilities to 
address these issues themselves, this approach aims to 
build societies in which they can live with dignity. In 
order to defend the weakest members of society from 
these various threats, Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) will support efforts to bolster social 
and institutional capacity and to increase people s̓ 
ability to deal with threats themselves under the policy 
of Japanese Official Development Assistance (ODA).

From a viewpoint of Human Security, it is definite that 
the various development issues in Asian Megacities are 
very urgent ones to be tackled with. Since those issues 
are closely connected with each other, it is required 
that a comprehensive approach shall be taken to 
combine and to collaborate with several academic and 
research fields. In a sense of this, the Global Center of 
Excellence Program (GCOE) entitled “Global Center 
for Education and Research on Human Security 
Engineering for Asian Megacities” implemented by 
Kyoto University (KU) is absolutely significant and 
timely.

The KU-JICA joint symposium aims to deepen the 
understanding of Human Security and its Capacity 
Development. In addition, the symposium can give 
an opportunity to exchange views about the current 
research activities in several overseas bases, namely 
Singapore, Thailand and Indonesia, concerned to 
Human Security Engineering.

URBAN HUMAN SECURITY ENGINEERING

“Urban Human Security Engineering” is defined as 
a system of technologies (techniques) for designing 
and managing cities that enable their inhabitants to 
live under better public health conditions, and live 
free from potential threats of large-scale disasters 
and environmental destruction. For establishing this 
discipline, four existing fields, i.e. urban governance, 
urban infrastructure management, health risk 
management, and disaster risk management, are 
integrated into one discipline.

OBJECTIVES

Key objectives of the conference are: 

1. To deepen the understanding of Human Security 
 and Development 
2. To discuss Human Security and Related Capacity  
 Development 
3. To exchange views about the possible improvement  
 of research and education activities in several  
 overseas bases 
4. To promote interaction between researchers and 
 practitioners
 
Topics of interest in this KU-JICA Joint Symposium 
includes (but not limited to ):

1. Urban Governance 
2. Urban Infrastructure Asset Management 
3. Environmental Accounting of Infrastructure Project
4. Urban Energy Security Engineering 
5. Urban Food Security Engineering 
6. Urban Transport and Logistics
7. Urban Disaster Prevention
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CONFERENCE GOVERNORS

Advisory Board  
Committee Member  
 Yuzo ONISHI (Kyoto University)  
 Yuzuru MATSUOKA (Kyoto University)  
 Koki HIROTA (JICA)

Organizing Committee  
Committee Member  
 Hiroyasu OHTSU (Kyoto University)  
 Kiyoshi KOBAYASHI (Kyoto University)  
 Katsunori SAWAI (JICA)

Program Committee  
Co-Chairman  
 Noppadol Phien-wej (AIT)  
 Fwa Tien Fang (NUS) 
 Djoko Santoso (ITB) 
Committee Member 
 Eiichi TANIGUCHI  
 Toshifumi MATSUOKA  
 Junji KIYONO  
 Kunitomo SUGIURA  
 Hiroshi GOTOH 
 Yasuto TACHIKAWA

ORGANISING BODIES

The conference is jointly organized by Japan 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and Global 
COE “Human Security Engineering for Asian 
Megacities”, Kyoto University, Japan.

JICA was established as an independent administrative 
institution that aims to contribute to the promotion 
of international cooperation as well as the sound 
development of Japanese and global economy by 
supporting the socioeconomic development, recovery 
or economic stability of developing regions.

Kyoto University was founded in 1897, the second 
university to be established in Japan. Known for 
its pioneering spirits and academic freedom, the 
university has produced five Nobel laureates and two 
Fields medalists.

Global COE (Centers of Excellence) Program, which 
has been carried out by Japan s̓ Ministry of Education, 
Culture, Sports, Science and technology (MEXT), will 
provide funding support of establishing education and 
research centers that perform at the apex of global 
excellence to elevate the international competitiveness 
of the Japanese universities. The program will 
strengthen and enhance the education and research 
functions of graduate schools, to foster highly creative 
young researchers who will go on to become world 
leaders in their respective fields through experiencing 
and practicing research of the highest world standard.
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PROGRAM

1st day (March 1) Conference Room

12:00–13:00 Registration

13:00–13:10 Opening Remarks 
    Hiroyasu OHTSU (Kyoto University)

13:10–13:55 Keynote Speech (1) 
   Development Assistance and Human Security  
    Kenzo OSHIMA (JICA)

13:55–14:40 Special Lecture (1)  
   The Risks and Potentials of Asian Megacities
    Belinda Yuen (National University of Singapore / World Bank)

14:40–15:00 Coffee Break

15:00–15:45 Special Lecture (2) 
   Mega-city Management and Community-Based Hospital 
    Sawako TAKEUCHI (Kyoto University)

15:45–16:30 Special lecture (3) 
   How Can We Educate Engineers to Devote Themselves to Asian Development? 
    Satoshi FUJII (Kyoto University)

16:30–16:45 Closing Remarks 
    Koki HIROTA (JICA)
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2nd day (March 2) Seminar Room 1

9:00–9:15 Opening Remarks 
    Eiichi TANIGUCHI (Kyoto University)

9:15–10:15 Keynote Speech 
   Human Security and Human Development: Challenges and Opportunities Ahead 
    Gautam Ray (Ministry of Finance, Government of India / Kyoto University)

10:15–10:30 Coffee Break

10:30–12:00 Reports on Research Activities in Singapore 
Session 1 Transport Logistics in Singapore –Development Issues and Research Initiatives–
    Tien Fang Fwa (National University of Singapore) 
   Human Security for Urban Transport and Logistics
    Eiichi TANIGUCHI (Kyoto University) 
	 	 	 Traffic	Safety	Issues	in	Asian	Megacities	–Conflict	Analysis	for	Motorcycle– 
    Nobuhiro UNO (Kyoto University)

12:00–13:00 Lunch

13:00–14:40 Reports on Research Activities in Bangkok, Thailand 
Session 2 Activities of AIT-KU Joint Research Center for Human Security Engineering Bangkok, Thailand
    Noppadol Phien–wej (Asian Institute of Technology) 
   Introduction of Geotechnical Infrastructure Asset Management in Thailand
    Hiroyasu OHTSU (Kyoto University) 
   Maintenance Strategy for Concrete, Steel and Hybrid Infrastructures
    Yoshinobu OSHIMA (Kyoto University) 
   Water Resources and Integrated River Basin Management on Human Security Engineering
    Yasuto TACHIKAWA (Kyoto University)

14:40–14:55 Coffee Break

14:55–16:15 Reports on Research Activities in Bandung, Indonesia  
Session 3 Urban Area Subsurface Problems Monitoring
    Djoko Santoso (Institut Teknologi Bandung)
   Urban Energy Supply –The case at Indonesia– 
    Toshifumi MATSUOKA (Kyoto University) 
   Research Activities in Indonesia –Collective Action upon Social Capital–
    Kiyoshi KOBAYASHI (Kyoto University) 
   Modeling	of	Ground	Profile	in	Padang	by	Using	Microtremor	Records
    Junji KIYONO (Kyoto University)

16:15–16:30 Closing Remarks 
    Kiyoshi KOBAYASHI (Kyoto University)
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Opening Remarks

Hiroyasu Ohtsu

Kyoto University
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Mega-city Management and Community-Based 
Hospital

Sawako Takeuchi

Kyoto University
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 Human security, or lack of it, has multidimensional attributes concerning 

threats to peoples’ life and well being. As opposed to traditional state-centric notion 

of security, human security paradigm is individual or people-centric. In recent years 

the discourse on human security has been gaining momentum along two new 

dimensions, freedom from want and freedom from fear, ever since the United 

Nations Human Development Report, 1994 broadened the traditional domain of “civil 

war, genocide, and displacement of people”1 to include in the discourse “chronic 

threats such as hunger, disease, and repression as well as protection from sudden 

and harmful disruptions in the patterns of daily life-whether in homes, in jobs or in 

communities” (Human Development Report 1994, UNDP).  

2. Seven specific attributes of human security are listed in the Report. They are: 

economic security, food security, health security, environmental security, personal 

security, communal security, and political security. The Report advocates that the 

instruments for protecting people vulnerable to such threats should include public 

policy instruments focused on basic needs, productive and remunerative 

employment, human rights, preventive international diplomacy, and reform of global 

institutions. 

3. The Japanese vision of human security, much on the same line as that of UN, 

is succinctly put by the former Prime Minister of Japan Obuchi Keizo in his keynote 

address in the conference “Intellectual Dialogue on Building Asia’s Tomorrow” held 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  The	  Canadian	  school	  of	  thought,	  as	  articulated	  in	  Human	  Security	  Report,	  2005,	  	  insists	  that	  human	  security	  

should	  be	  confined	  only	  to	  these	  traditional	  threats	  for	  both	  pragmatic	  and	  methodological	  reasons.	  The	  
broader	  concept	  advocated	  in	  Human	  Development	  Report	  1994	  has	  limited	  utility	  for	  policy	  analysis	  

according	  to	  this	  school.	  	  	  
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in 1998 in Tokyo. According to him, human security is "the keyword to 

comprehensively seizing all of the menaces that threaten the survival, daily life, and 

dignity of human beings and to strengthening the efforts to confront these threats." 

To pursue this vision of improving human security environment across the world, 

Japanese government played a key role in establishing Commission on Human 

rights (CHS) co-chaired by Ms. Sadako Ogata, former head of UNHCR and currently 

the President of Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), and Prof. Amartya 

Sen . 

4. CHS in its final report Human Security Now submitted in 2003 emphasized 

the need to protect ‘vital core’ (absolute needs, basic capabilities, and fundamental 

human rights) of all human lives from critical and pervasive threats by building on 

people’s capabilities and strengths (capacity building) to meet those threats.  

Capacity building of the poor and vulnerable has accordingly become a thrust area in 

Japanese Government’s Official Development Assistance (ODA) policy2 and also in 

its bilateral and multilateral engagements.  

5.  The theoretical underpinning in the broader UN-Japanese vision of human 

security can be found in Abraham Maslow’s theory of human motivation. In the 

pyramidal hierarchy of five broad human needs, economic security, food security and 

personal security formed the bottom of the pyramid as they were the foundation on 

which other higher needs of an individual grow. In the human security paradigm, just 

as in Maslow’s framework, an individual cannot develop motivation to aspire for 

higher levels of human development and achieving his/her true human potential 

unless these core needs are secured. In other words, human security is the 

foundation for human development.   

6. Any policy instrument aiming to promote human security is likely to be 

ineffective and inadequate if it ignores this critical link of human security with human 

development. For example, in cases of violent conflicts among poor peoples, a policy 

response to contain such violence that does not address the basic economic and 

food security needs of peoples is likely to be ineffective. Structural violence, that is 

violence built into the structure of the system, has to be addressed not only for 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
2	  For	  details,	  see	  ‘Section	  2,	  Human	  Security	  and	  ODA’	  in	  ODA	  Annual	  Report	  2000,	  Ministry	  of	  Foreign	  Affairs	  

of	  Japan	  
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“comprehensively seizing all of the menaces that threaten the survival, daily life, and 

dignity of human beings”, but also for “strengthening the efforts to confront these 

threats”. 

7. To be sure, there is no empirically established cause and effect relationship 

between economic insecurity and violent strife. But it is easy to see that they exist 

together in many developing countries - one possibly feeding on the other in mutually 

reinforcing feedback mechanism. And such dynamic complementarities between 

them severely threaten human security. 

8. The conceptual linkages between human security and human development 

have been extensively discussed in the literature3. While human security is about 

defending people’s vital or core needs, human development is about expanding set 

of choices or freedom. Human security can thus be seen as the nucleus of human 

development around which people can build on their capacity to develop themselves.  

9. Failure to protect human security for a group of people results in failure in 

their human development. At the same time failure in human development increases 

the risk of failure in human security mainly because capacity building of the 

vulnerable is not possible without their human development. Therefore a circular 

cause and effect relationship gives rise to the possibility of vicious cycle dynamics in 

the case of sustained failure in human security over a period time. This is the logic 

and importance of having human security perspectives in human development 

discourse and vice-versa. 

10. Few will dispute that in today’s world economic insecurity constitutes one of 

the greatest threats to peoples across the world. Threats to secured sources of 

livelihood are widespread particularly after the recent economic downturn in most 

economies of the world. To arrest the downturn and stimulate such economies 

stimulus packages have been injected in many countries including India. Such policy 

responses have worked in arresting downturn, but have stoked inflationary pressures 

in some countries. Indian economy, for example, grew at 7.9% in three months upto 

September 30, 2009, but wholesale food prices rose at the fastest pace in eleven 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
3	  See	  Tadjbaksh	  and	  Chenoy	  (2007),	  chapter4	  for	  a	  summary	  of	  the	  relation	  between	  human	  security	  and	  

human	  development.	  
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years hurting the poor immensely. An index of food articles compiled by Ministry of 

Commerce, Government of India rose by 19.95% in the week that ended on 

December 5, 2009 compared to a year earlier. An appropriate policy response- 

consistent with the human security imperative of “downturn with security”4   is to 

have the stimulus package in conjunction with measures to making food grains 

available at cheaper prices by removing the supply chain bottlenecks or, if necessary, 

by raising taxes on better-off sections of the society. 

11. Undoubtedly, the operational imperative in this broader paradigm of security is 

quite challenging. It requires periodic human security audit on two fronts: whether 

human security environment is under any threat, and whether the capacity of the 

most vulnerable population to defend themselves in the potential or sudden threat is 

being strengthened through their human development. This is an important human 

security agenda that emerges out of the Ogata-Sen Report.   

12. Needless to say, human security audit5 is a great challenge especially in 

locations where democratic institutions have not taken strong roots. Where they 

have taken roots human security agenda faces a different type of challenge. In 

democracies like India many passionate human right activists swayed by their 

emotional one-track perspective often turn a blind eye to the regional developmental 

needs and opportunities thrown open by the forces of globalisation. Similarly 

development zealots often fail to see that the human security perspectives in 

development are both necessary and important for sustainable development. A 

middle ground has to be found in such countries. From the points of view of equity, 

justice and fair play, development projects must take into account and internalize the 

cost of providing basic human security needs to the poor and vulnerable who will be 

affected by such projects .A balanced and nuanced audit of mutually reinforcing 

human security and development needs is the most onerous challenge for human 

security auditors in these countries. 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
4	  The phrase “downturn with security”  was coined by Prof. Amartya Sen in his keynote address in an International Symposium 
on Human Security held in Tokyo on July 28,2000	  

5	  Prof.	  Kanti	  Bajpai	  is	  reportedly	  engaged	  in	  drawing	  up	  a	  human	  security	  index	  based	  on	  audit	  of	  eleven	  
specific	  threats,	  national	  threat	  as	  well	  as	  human	  security	  threat	  attributes,	  conducted	  through	  a	  public	  

opinion	  survey(	  not	  yet	  published)	  	  among	  10,000	  people	  in	  India	  on	  how	  insecure	  Indians	  feel.	  Bajpai,2000	  
throws	  light	  on	  conceptual	  issues	  on	  human	  security	  including	  human	  security	  audit.	  
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13. Democratic institutions in countries like India have often exposed the schism 

between these two conflicting imperatives, one coming entirely from human security 

perspectives and the other from the need for rapid economic development. Three 

recent Indian cases, mentioned in the following paragraphs, illustrate how this 

conflict was resolved in one way or the other with the help of political institutions and 

movements. Two of them, Singur and Nandigram projects, pertain to the state 

(province) of West Bengal, and the other is Sardar Sarovar Dam project in the states 

of Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat.  

(1) The Sardar Sarovar Dam project is a multipurpose hydro-electric power cum 

irrigation project over the river Narmada.  According to project authorities, it 

was estimated to irrigate drought prone areas of 1.8 million hectares (4.45m 

acres) in Gujarat and 75,000 hectares (185,000 acres) in Rajasthan; have an 

installed power generation capacity of 1450 megawatts; provide domestic 

water to over 2.35 million people in 8235 villages and 135 towns in Gujarat, 

and prevent flooding downstream As per the original plans, the dam was 

supposed to have a height of 136.5 m. The development project ran into 

trouble over the resettlement or rehabilitation of 250,000 people, most of 

whom were tribal population 

A critical factor of assessing the human security risks associated with the 

project is the proposed height of the dam. The larger the height, the larger the 

area it will flood during monsoon depending on the quantum of rainfall. 

Human security perspectives including the risks of flooding the catchment 

areas and consequential displacement of families settled in the areas were 

not given adequate attention by project authorities. No complementary 

rehabilitation plan alongside the construction plan was drawn up.   

Narmada Bachao Andolan (Save Narmada Movement) led by a group of 

human right activists and intellectuals in India resisted construction of the dam 

and the movement drew support from international human rights activists and 

NGOs. Peaceful agitations and Gandhian-style satyagrahas including fasts 

were organised to protest against the entire Narmada Development plan. 

Fasts were organized near World Bank headquarters in Washington D.C. as 

the Bank was providing a loan of US$550 million for the project. The World 
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Bank withdrew from the project as it saw that human security perspectives got 

a short shrift from the project authorities.  

The matter finally went to the Indian Supreme Court which in its ruling dated 

October 18, 2000 passed by a 2:1 majority allowed the construction of dam up 

to the height of 90 meter and further construction of 5-meter incremental 

height subject to fulfilment of strict conditions ensuring human security 

concerns including delivery of complementary relief and rehabilitation 

package alongside construction. The construction work for incremental height 

can start only after receiving green signal from the Relief and Rehabilitation 

Subgroup of the Narmada Control Authority which was entrusted by the Court 

with the responsibility of protecting the needs of the displaced population.  

[Narmada Bachao Andolan vs. Union of India (WRIT PETITION (C) NO. 319 

OF 1994)].  

The construction of the dam is now complete as human right activists 

continue to protest against inadequate relief and rehabilitation measures for 

the displaced population. 

(2) Incidents of violent conflicts in 2007 in Nandigram over agricultural land 

acquisition for green field industrial projects in India provide a starker example 

of how difficult it may be for a policy maker to reconcile conflicting human 

security and human development perspectives in a development project. This 

was a chemical hub project in Nandigram, a village in East Midnapore district 

of West Bengal on the bank of river Haldia. It won the approval of Government 

of India as a Special economic Zone project after obtaining clearances from 

environmental and other regulatory authorities required as per law. The 

project was located in the vicinity of the Haldia port.  It had close backward 

and forward linkages because of the nearby Haldia township where a big 

refinery plant of Indian Oil Corporation, Mitsubishi chemicals plant producing 

PTA and a modern petrochemical unit Haldia Petrochemicals are located. 

Haldia township generated considerable complementarities in terms of 

availability of human and material resources.  
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However, a considerable part of the agricultural land proposed to be taken 

over by the project authorities was fertile enough for multiple crop cultivation. 

Besides, a significantly large number of villagers are from a minority 

community to whom living their communal life in the locality around the place 

of prayer constitutes a vital core of their human existence. The prospect of 

getting uprooted constituted a grave threat not only to their personal and 

economic security but also their cultural, religious, and communal identity.  

From the perspective of economic development, the chemical hub project and 

its location made perfect sense. The net economic surplus from the proposed 

chemical hub project would have been much greater than that generated from 

present economic activities. Yet it did not pass the human security audit of the 

villagers of Nandigram. They resisted fiercely. The resistance became so 

powerful that no government officials or even the police could enter the area 

to discharge their routine administrative duties. Women and children were in 

the frontline of the resistance brigade. On the fateful day March 14, 2007, in a 

violent clash between villagers and police, fourteen people died. Hundreds of 

villagers in and around Nandigram had to flee from their home creating a 

classical human security crisis situation. The state government had to yield. It 

declared that there will be no land acquisition in Nandigram. An alternative 

site in Nayachar, a nearby island, has been identified by the state government 

for the chemical hub. 

(3) The Singur project in West Bengal was Mr. Ratan Tata’s dream US$ 2,200 

car( Nano) project which was passionately promoted by the Chief Minister of 

West Bengal. West Bengal government acquired in public interest nearly 1000 

acres of agricultural land for the project. Most land owners and farmers were 

reconciled with the acquisition and a small number of land owners/farmers did 

not want to part with their land. Initially the movement spearheaded by the 

principal opposition party in the state did not get sufficient traction, but the 

momentum was picked up after Nandigram violence on March 14, 2007. With 

the success of Nandigram movement, Singur movement got further intensified 

even as Tatas completed construction of the plant, installed the machineries, 

and about to start production. Looking at the deteriorating human security 
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situation after a Japanese engineer was threatened as he was entering the 

plant, the Tatas withdrew the plant from Singur in October 2009 and relocated 

it in Gujarat. 

From the economic development perspective, Singur-Nandigram will go down 

as dark chapters in the history of regional development in the state of West 

Bengal. More important than lost employment opportunities the region also 

lost the momentum and expectation of industrial growth built up around the 

state government’s pro-active role in industrializing the state. As a result the 

government is not in a position to fulfil its pledge in 2006 election that it will 

mitigate unemployment problem in the state through its industrial policy. 

From Human Security perspective, however, Singur-Nandigram heralded 

beginning of a new hope. Post Nandigram a political environment has been 

created in India where farmers can no longer be coerced into selling their land 

in the name of public interest. Potential conflicts in other land acquisition 

projects in India could be avoided as government of India drafted a new 

legislation for land acquisition. In this proposed legislation lands for industrial 

projects have to be acquired by private companies themselves and states 

cannot acquire such lands in the name of public interest6.  

13. These three recent cases in Indian contexts provide good examples of how 

inadequate attention to human security perspectives in economic development 

projects can bedevil such projects to the detriment of all. They also demonstrate how 

democratic institutions such as courts of law, civil societies, international 

organizations, and Parliament can come into act to protect the core or vital security 

need of the vulnerable.   

14.  Can we abstract some generalised principles of public policy response in such 

situations? The problem is that such policy responses may not be appropriate in all 

contexts. Yet it may be useful to extract some general normative principles of 

development policy that may come handy for policy makers while handling such 

development projects in future.   

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
6	  A.V.Banerjee	  et.al	  (2007)	  discuss	  

	  why	  government	  should	  be	  involved	  in	  acquisition	  of	  lands	  for	  industrial	  purposes.	  
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First, human Development in general and economic development projects in 

particular do not by themselves guarantee protection of vital  human security needs 

of the most vulnerable. 

The normative policy prescription that follows from this axiom is that human 

security threats of development projects should to be assessed through human 

security audit among the most vulnerable section of the population.  

Second, in the case of conflict of human security interests between two 

groups arising out of a development project, the public policy should be more 

sensitive towards the security needs of the more vulnerable group much on the lines 

of the Rawlsian paradigm.  

Third, democratic resistance even by a minority segment of the most 

affected population should be respected and given due cognizance at the time of 

developing project plans.  

Fourth, democratization of social, political, and economic institutions 

empower people to defend against threats to their human security needs. The 

normative policy prescription arising out of this generalization is that democratic 

institutions such as free press, independent judiciary and civil societies have to be 

promoted, developed, and strengthened in all societies. 

15. To conclude, human security paradigm because of its inter-disciplinary 

approach throws open enormous opportunities to address real life problems of 

people and those concerning public policy issues. It highlights the need for policy 

makers to be sensitive to the core or vital needs of our peoples, and to the need for 

empowering  them  to defend against adverse structural economic, social and 

political forces on which they have no control.  Ultimately, peace rests on justice. The 

call for justice in human security paradigm is its strength.  

16. Survival and flourishing of democratic institutions and fall of despotic and 

totalitarian regimes across the world have also created tremendous opportunities to 

promote human security. Most importantly, to address human security concerns we 

now have a set of powerful instruments at our command: growing knowledge capital, 

newer technology, and transnational institutions and regional fora which can provide 
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institutional support to transmit such knowledge and technology to those who need 

them most. 

17. An important question is how these powerful aids and instruments can be 

brought to bear upon human agency to help them empower people who are 

vulnerable to chronic threats such as hunger, debilitating diseases, unemployment or 

unproductive employment and structural violence in a given socio-political-economic 

milieu.  This is the core issue confronting and challenging human security discourses 

today. 
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